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INTRODUCTION
FOOD SAFETY REGULATIONS - CROSS-BORDER
IMPLICATIONS
Sidney Picker,Jr.
The subject matter of today's panel is food safety regulations and their
cross-border implications. I am not so sure this is such a good idea after
Henry has been feeding you American food for two and a half days. This
committee may draw conclusions about this. But, be that as it may, we will
be dealing this morning with subjects that you may recall Gary Horlick referred to last Friday evening, when in the course of his remarks, he said the
WTO's Sanitary/Phytosanitary Agreement was designed to assure the E.U.'s
loss of the beef hormones case at the WTO. We are going to be hearing about
that case here today as well as the agreement that was negotiated at the
WTO, along with NAFTA's Chapter 7 provisions, and, of course, the origin
of all safety regulations, GAIT's Article 20 provisions.
We have two highly, highly qualified people. I will call them experts,
even though they will refuse, one of whom needs no introduction, only because he was introduced two days ago when he spoke. The other needs an
introduction because he was not introduced two days ago.
I will start with one who was introduced before, Matthew Schaefer. Professor Schaefer teaches at the University of Nebraska's College of Law. The
spectrum of his teaching includes international law, international business
transactions, and a seminar in international trade policy. He is clearly familiar with the subject matter. He served as International Trade Consultant to the
National Governors' Association and the Western Governors' Associations
in Washington during the legislative implementations for both the NAFTA
treaty and the WTO Agreement. He has also been a consultant to several
members of the European Parliament in Brussels, as well as for the States of
Hawaii, Texas, and Utah. He received his undergraduate degree from the
University of Chicago and his J.D. and LL.M from that center of international trade in the United States, the University of Michigan. He has written
extensively in the area.
Our second speaker, Paul Martin, is from Canada. He is not a lawyer,
which is an additional benefit for us. He is an economist. Since 1989, he has
worked in international trade policy as Director of Agriculture and Agri-
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Food Canada. He is now serving as the Acting Director of the Multilateral
Trade Policy Division of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. He has been
actively involved in the negotiations of the Uruguay Round Agreements,
particularly the Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures. He received both his
Bachelors and his Masters degrees in Agriculture Economics at the University of Guelph in Ontario. We will start in alphabetical order with Canada. I
am happy and delighted to give you Paul Martin.

